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To  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the 
{Thorough  of  Accrington. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your 
consideration,  my  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1911. 


The  year  1911,  being  Census  year,  the  population 
of  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
proved  to  be  45,031,  and  from  my  returns  of  births  and 
deaths  I estimate  that  the  population  at  the  middle  of  the 
year  would  be  45,075,  and  this  is  the  figure  upon  which 
all  the  rates  are  calculated  in  this  Report. 

My  estimation  of  the  population  to  the  middle  of  the 
year  1910  was  46,850,  this  figure  must  have  been  about 
1,800  in  excess  of  the  real  population  at  that  time.  This 
error,  although  very  great,  is  very  much  less  than  that 
of  the  Registrar  General. 

If  the  natural  increase  of  the  population,  that  is 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  during  the  years  1901  to 
1910,  is  added  to  the  Census  enumeration  of  1901,  it  would 
give  a population  in  1910  of  46,541.  that  is  about  1,520  in 
excess  of  the  Census.  The  natural  increase  during  the 
ten  years  was  3,429,  the  actual  increase  according  to  the 
Census,  1 ,909,  so  that  the  Borough  must  have  lost  by  excess 
of  emigration  over  immigration  1,520  inhabitants.  What 
has  been  Accrington’s  loss,  let  us  hope  has  been  some  other 
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places’  gain.  But  the  year  1911,  instead  of  encouraging  us 
to  look  upon  this  loss  of  our  natural  growth  in  population 
with  equanimity  tells  us  that  our  natural  increase  has 
declined  enormously  ; instead  of  being  336,  the  average 
for  the  preceding  five  years,  or,  over  380,  the  average  for 
the  preceding  twenty  years,  it  has  this  year  fallen  to  the 
puny  figure  of  81. 

This  is  accounted  for  by  the  total  deaths  during  the 
year  reaching  the  abnormal  figure  of  711,  as  against  an 
average  of  640  for  the  preceding  five  years,  and  the  births 
declining  from  977,  the  average  for  the  preceding  five 
years,  to  the  small  figure  of  785  for  the  year  1911. 

My  returns  show  that  the  excessive  Death-rate  is 
due  in  part  to  an  excessive  infant  mortality  which  works 
out  to  180.5,  a very  high  figure  indeed,  quite  double  what 
it  ought  to  be  ; during  the  year  the  deaths  of  143  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  have  been  registered  as  against  119, 
the  average  for  the  preceding  five  years.  41  of  these  were 
certified  as  due  to  Diarrhoeal  complaints,  and  in  this  con- 
nection, the  warm  summer  of  1911  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  with  its  attendant  crop  of  millions  of  flies 
which  breed  wherever  vegetable  refuse  lies  rotting,  as  in 
stable  middens,  foul  ashpits,  etc.  They  do  not  breed  in 
dry  ashbins  which  are  regularly  emptied.  The  preventive 
measure  against  this  form  of  disease  is  to  be  found  in  the 
regular  clearance  every  week  of  these  forms  of  refuse, 
especially  the  horse  middens,  and  most  especially  during  the 
warm  months  of  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  has  been  responsible  for  28  deaths, 
17  of  which  have  been  during  the  first  year  of  life  ; the 
average  number  for  the  last  five  years  was  10. 
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All  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  it  is  a pleasure  to  note,  are 
slightly  down,  51  deaths  as  compared  with  60.  the  average 
for  the  last  eleven  years,  while  Cancer,  I am  sorry  to  note, 
has  slightly  increased  from  39.  the  average  for  the  last 
six  years,  to  48  in  1911. 

The  two  most  powerful  preventive  agencies  against  a 
high  death-rate  are  to  be  found  in  cleanliness  and  efficient 
ventilation  ; the  copious  rainfall  and  prevalence  of  winds 
favours  Accrington  in  this  particular,  and  frequently 
places  us  in  a condition  of  cleanliness  beyond  the  power 
of  a whole  army  of  scavengers.  The  scavenging  of  the 
Borough,  always  a difficult  and  awkward  thing  to  organise 
in  a town  as  old  as  ours,  was  never  better  carried  out  than 
it  is  at  the  present  time,  and  great  praise  is  due  to  Mr. 
Diggle,  the  Cleansing  Superintendent,  and  the  men  under 
him,  for  the  efficient  way  in  which  this  part  of  the  needs 
of  the  town  are  served.  His  improved  sanitary  ashbin 
continues  to  grow  in  favour,  there  are  now  981  in  use, 
199  during  1911,  each  one  is  an  asset  to  the  health  of  the 
town,  and  is  an  economy  both  in  labour  and  cost  in  carrying 
out  this  fundamental  need  of  every  healthy  home. 

On  one  occasion  when  rain  did  not  come  at  the 
opportune  moment,  the  hose  pipe  was  used  to  clean  a 
portion  of  the  streets,  and  as  was  to  be  expected,  proved 
a great  success,  and  I hope  will  lead  to  more  extensive  use. 

As  regards  ventilation,  there  is  yet  in  the  minds  of  a 
great  many  of  the  inhabitants  a fearful  dread  of  open 
windows,  draughts  are  so  much  feared  that  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  find  bedroom  windows  that  have  been  left 
so  long  unopened  that  no*body  but  a carpenter  could  open 
them.  Windows  should  be  kept  open  night  and  day, 
summer  and  winter,  wet  or  fine,  and  rooms  should  be 
regularly  flooded  with  air,  by  opening  both  windows  and 
doors,  after  having  been  occupied  for  some  time. 
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The  regular  attention  to  a simple  matter  like  ventilation 
would  have  a very  powerful  effect  in  improving  the  health 
and  stamina  of  the  inhabitants  and,  seeing  that  considerable 
labour  is  devoted  to  impressing  the  advantages  of  fresh 
air  upon  the  minds  of  the  children  in  the  elementary  schools, 
it  must  come  about  that  great  improvement  in  this  particular 
will  take  place. 

The  medical  inspection  of  the  public  elementary 
schools  being  under  my  care,  I am  able  to  state  that  the 
health  of  the  children  is  in  a general  way  very  satisfactory, 
and  that  the  school  buildings  are,  in  almost  every  case, 
of  a very  high  order. 

A considerable  amount  of  household  inspection  has 
been  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  myself, 
a more  detailed  account  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  report. 
I believe  that  this  kind  of  inspection  does  a lot  of  good  by 
the  very  fact  that  attention  is  directed  to  the  cleanliness 
and  healthiness  of  the  houses. 

The  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  remains  unchanged, 
and  again  I have  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Town  Clerk, 
the  Borough  Engineer,  the  Chief  and  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  as  well  as  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  for  many  kindnesses  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


ARTHUR  GREENHALGH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Population. 

The  statistics  contained  in  this  Report  are  based 
upon  a population  of  45,075,  which  I estimate  would  be  the 
population  of  the  Borough  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1911. 

A copy  of  the  Census  returns  of  1911  appears  below. 


Dwellings. 

Build- 

ings 

not 

used  as 
Dwell- 
ings. 

Population. 

In- 

habited 

Unin- 

habited 

Build- 

ing. 

Males. 

Fe- 

males. 

2962 

3060 

3181 

3484 

2818 

2955 

2288 

3074 

Persons. 

West  Ward 

Central  Ward  ... 

North  Ward  

Peel  Park  Ward. . . . 

East  Ward 

South  Ward  

Higher  Antley  Ward 
Spring  Hill  Ward  . . 

1280 

1335 

I4I5 

*577 

1301 

1368 

1098 

1315 

2 3 

28 

35 

27 

25 

l5 

22 

20 

I 

- 

8 

9 

9 

4 

57 

433 

79 

91 

190 

62 

60 

54 

25QI 
| 28i4 
| 2791 

1 3039 

2593 

2634 

2040 

2797 

5463 
5874 
5972 
6523 
541 1 
5589 

4328 

5871 

Accrington 

10689 

!95 

60 

t026 

21209  ! 

23822 

45031 

Average 


Census 

Year. 

Population. 

Increase  in 
10  years. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Increase  in 
10  years. 

number 
of  persons 
in  each  house 

1881 

31435 

6396 

4.9 

1891 

38603 

7168 

8155 

1759 

4.7 

1901 

43122 

4519 

9515 

1360  . 

4.5 

1911 

45031 

1 1909 

10689 

1174 

4.2 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  new  houses 
certified  as  fit  for  occupation  during  the  year  191 J , arranged 
according  to  the  Wards  in  which  they  are  situated. 


West  Ward  6 

Central  Ward  — 

North  Ward  44 

Peel  Park  Ward  4 

East  Ward  4 

South  Ward  18 

Higher  Antley  Ward  15 

Spring  Hill  Ward  5 


96 
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Area. — The  area  of  the  Borough,  according  to  the  last 
Ordnance  Survey,  is  3,426.6  acres,  giving  a density  of 
13  persons  to  the  acre.  The  urban  portion  of  the 
Borough  has  a considerably  higher  density  than  this, 
but  cannot  be  estimated  with  accuracy. 

Altitudes.— Altitudes  at  centre  of  Town  and  Boundaries. 

Feet above 
Sea  Level. 


Town  Hall  : Ordnance  Bench  Mark 441.60 

Centre  of  Street  opposite  439.00 


Boundaries  at  : — 

Blackburn  Road  (adjoining  Church) 

Bench  Mark  on  Boundary  Stone  .... 

Centre  of  Road  opposite  

Whalley  Road  (adjoining  Altham)  : — 

Bench  Mark  on  Boundary  Stone  ....  515.00 
Centre  of  Road  opposite  513.80 

Burnley  Road  (adjoining  Huncoat)  : — 

Bench  Mark  on  Boundary  Stone  . . 563.00 
Centre  of  Road  opposite  562.04 

Manchester  Road  (adjoining  Baxenden  Station)  : — 
Bench  Mark  on  Boundary  Stone  ....  757.00 
Centre  of  Road  opposite  755.90 

Datum  : Mean  High  Water  Mark  at  Liverpool. 

Occupations. — The  occupations  of  the  people  are  of 
varied  character.  The  staple  industries  are  cotton  weaving, 
cotton  spinning,  the  manufacture  of  cotton  spinning 
machinery,  calico  printing,  and  coal  mining.  Brickmaking 
is  an  industry  carried  on  at  several  places  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  Borough. 


413.00 

412.19 


o 


A large  proportion  of  the  female  portion  of  the 
population  finds  employment  in  the  cotton  mills  of  the 
town. 


Deaths. — 681  deaths,  332  males  and  349  females, 
have  been  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
giving  a crude’ death-rate  equal  to  15.10  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  per  annum. 

10  deaths  were  “ uncertified  ” either  by  the  Coroner 
or  by  a registered  medical  practitioner,  3 males,  7 females  ; 
34  deaths,  19  males  and  15  females,  have  been  certified 
by  the  Coroner. 

The  Report  from  Mr.  Townsend,  the  Cemetery 
Registrar,  states  that  he  has  received  for  interment  43 
infants  who  have  not  been  born  alive. 

Death- Kate  Corrected. — Arrangements  have  this  year 
been  made  by  the  Registrar  General  for  a list  of  births 
and  deaths  which  have  occurred  outside  the  districts  of 
their  “ fixed  or  usual  residence  ” to  be  sent  to  their  rightful 
district  Medical  Officers  for  inclusion  in  their  statistics. 

In  the  case  of  Accrington,  this  list  amounts  to  46 
deaths  and  7 Births  to  be  included,  and  16  deaths  excluded. 


The  total  deaths  appertaining  to  the  Borough  are 
as  follows 

Deaths  occurring  in  Borough  (excluding  32  in 
the  Victoria  Hospital,  and  excluding  2 deaths 
of  “ Non-Residents  ” at  Whalley  Road  and 


Sandy  Lane  647 

Deaths  in  Victoria  Hospital 32 

Less  deaths  of  persons  in  Victoria  Hospital 
residing  outside  the  Borough  (non- 
residents)   14 

Deaths  of  Accrington  residents  in  Victoria 

Hospital  — 18 


Deaths  of  Accrington  residents  occurring 
outside  the  Borough,  viz.  : — 

Haslingden  Union  Workhouse,  Pike  Law  31 


Altham  1 

Blackburn  2 

Blackpool  I 

Burnley  I 

Church  1 

Clayton-le-Moors  1 

Lancaster  1 

Manchester  2 

Prestwich  1 

Southport  1 

Stafford  1 

Warrington 2 


— 46 

711 

giving  a corrected  death-rate  of  15,77  per  1,000  per  annum, 
as  against  13.37  for  the  year  1910. 
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The  following  were  the  death-rates  for  England  and 
Wales  during  1911  : — 

England  and  Wales  14.6  per  1,000  living. 

77  Great  Towns  16.4  ,, 

136  Small  Towns 14.4 

England  and  Wales  (less  the  213 

Towns)  13.1 


Accrington  : — 

Crude  annual  death-rate  per  1,000  15.10 

Corrected  ,,  ,,  (including 

46  deaths  outside  the  Borough,  and  excluding 
14  non-residents  at  the  Victoria  Hospital 
and  2 others)  15.77 

Births  : — Males  398 

Females  394 

792 

Deaths  711 

Excess  of  Births  over  deaths  81 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  143 


Giving  an  infant  mortality  per  1,000  births  of . . . . 180.55 


The  following  table  gives  the  recorded  death-rate 
for  the  last  21  years 


YEAR. 

Mortality  per  i,ooo. 

YEAR. 

Mortality  per  1,000. 

1891 

20.17 

1901 

16.33 

1892 

17.28 

1902 

13.76 

1893 

17.21 

1903 

14.83 

1894 

13.23 

1904 

15.96 

1895 

18.14 

1905 

13.62 

1896 

15.87 

1906 

13.63 

1897 

17.17 

1907 

14.94 

1898 

15.77 

1908 

14.85 

1899 

15.25 

1909 

15.19 

1900 

16.05 

1910 

1911 

13.37 

15.77 

l3 


The  following  table  shows  the  seasonable  distribution 
of  deaths,  including  deaths  of  46  Accrington  “ residents  ” 
occurring  at  Pike  Law,  etc.,  and  excluding  14  deaths  of 
“non-residents”  in  Victoria  Hospital,  and  2 others. 


Month. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

January  

37 

30 

67 

February 

33 

37 

70 

March 

27 

26 

53 

April  

26 

30 

56 

May  ‘ 

27 

30 

57 

June  

16 

20 

36 

July  

25 

24 

49 

August  

32 

45 

77 

September  

36 

26 

62 

October  

31 

34 

65 

November  

28 

28 

56 

December  

35 

28 

63 

353 

358 
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A Table  similar  to  the  following  has  appeared  in 
a few  previous  reports,  and  I believe  is  of  interest.  I again 
insert  it  with  the  addition  of  the  figures  for  1911. 


Year. 

1911 

Total 

Deaths. 

Til 

Certified  as 
“ Old  Age.' 

38 

1910 

600 

36 

1909 

679 

53 

1908 

662 

31 

1907 

663 

43 

1906 

602 

30 

3206 

—193 

1905 

599 

30 

1904 

699 

31 

1903 

647 

32 

1902 

598 

31 

1901 

706 

39 

3249 

—163 

All  Causes. 

All  Causes. 

Percentage 

°Ver  133 

0V“ 5 334 

Over  50- 

4T% 

112 

299 

50% 

134 

337 

49% 

103 

271 

41% 

103 

326 

49% 

98 

265 

44% 

550 

1498 

46% 

84 

251 

42% 

106 

286 

41% 

79 

254 

39% 

90 

264 

44% 

89 

267 

37% 

448 

1322 

40% 

H 


Births. — 792  births — 398  males,  394  females — have 
been  registered,  giving  a birth-rate  equal  to  17.57  per 
1,000  per  annum. 

The  birth-rates  in  1911  for  England  and  Wales 
were  as  follows  :■ — 

England  and  Wales  24.4  per  1,000  living. 

77  Great  Towns  25.6  „ 

136  Smaller  Towns 23.4  ,, 

England  and  Wales  (less  the 
213  Towns)  23.4 

Accrington 17.57  ,, 


The  birth-rate  per  1,000  living,  at  all  ages,  for  the 
last  21  years  is  shown  below 


Year. 

Birth-Rate. 

Year. 

Birth-Rate. 

1891 

30.61 

1901 

24.84 

1892 

29.48 

1902 

23.61 

1893 

28.71 

1903 

22.14 

1894 

26.30 

1904 

22.90 

1895 

27.49 

1905 

21.08 

1896 

27.67 

1906 

22.09 

1897 

25.54 

1907 

23.17 

1898 

24.64 

1908 

22.71 

1899 

24.26 

1909 

21.16 

1900 

26.01 

1910 

20.63 

1911 

17.57 

The  birth-rate  is  over  3 per  1,000  lower  than  for 
any  year  of  which  I have  record,  and  is  7 per  1,000  lower 
than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  following  table  shows  an  analysis  of  the  births 
allocated  to  the  eight  wards  of  the  Borough  ; the  seasonable 
distribution  as  regards  the  month  of  the  year  in  which  they 
were  registered  and  their  sex  ; the  totals  for  the  wards 


specify  the  legitimates  and  illegitimates.  The  populations 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  are  also  given  for  each 
ward  together  with  the  death-rates,  birth-rates  and 
infant  mortality  rates,  and  also  the  same  figures  for  the 
Borough  as  a whole. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  North  Ward  and  Spring  Hill 
Ward  hold  pride  of  place  as  regards  death-rates,  while 
East  Ward  has  the  highest  birth-rate  but  also  the  highest 
death-rate,  and  the  greatest  number  of  illegitimate  births 

No  safe  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  figures 
for  one  year ; when  a number  of  years  are  taken  together 
the  averages  tend  to  approximate  much  more  closely. 

The  fact  remains  that  there  is  an  unprecedented 
reduction  in  the  birth-rate  occurring  at  a time  when  the 
diversions  of  the  people  were  never  before  so  numerous, 
or  so  keenly  sought  after. 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED,  1911 
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Natural  Increase  of  Population. — The  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  is  81.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the 
last  twenty  years  are  : — 


Year. 

Increase. 

Year. 

Increase. 

1892 

438 

1902 

428 

1893 

456 

1903 

319 

1894 

525 

1904 

304 

1895 

380 

1905 

328 

1896 

485 

1906 

374 

1897 

348 

1907 

365 

1898 

372 

1908 

350 

1899 

382 

1909 

267 

1900 

426 

1910 

326 

1901 

368 

1911 

81 

Infant  Mortality. — This  term  means  the  number 
of  deaths  of  infants  per  1,000  births  registered  and  so 
is  likely  to  be  higher  in  years  when  the  birth-rate  is  low, 
as  it  was  in  1911. 


Throughout  the  country  the  figures  have  worked 
out  very  much  higher  than  last  year,  due,  no  doubt,  to 
the  prevalence  of  Summer  Diarrhoea  during  the  warm 
months  of  the  year. 

Table  IV.  shows  an  analysis  of  the  certified  causes 
of  death,  and  other  particulars.  Diarrhoeal  complaints 
and  Whooping  Cough  have  together  caused  over  40% 
of  the  deaths,  the  other  items  are  similar  to  the  figures  in 
the  same  table  for  recent  years,  when  the  Infant  Mortality 
has  been  much  less  formidable. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  is  not  in  operation, 
the  Local  Government  Board  refused  our  application  to 
adopt  it  on  the  ground  that  no  Lady  Health  Visitor  was 
employed.  The  question  of  appointing  such  an  officer  has 
been  discussed  by  the  Council  on  several  occasions,  and 
although  the  wisdom  of  such  an  appointment  has  grown 
in  favour  it  has  not  so  far  been  able  to  secure  a majority 
of  the  Councillors  to  support  it. 
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Cards  of  instruction  on  the  feeding  of  infants  are  given 
to  certified  midwives  for  distribution  to  houses  where  births 
occur,  and  are  a great  advantage  in  many  cases.  The 
experience  of  the  doctors  practising  in  the  town  is  that 
the  proportion  of  mothers  who  are  able  to  feed  their  babies 
in  the  best,  safest,  and  most  natural  way — at  the  breast, 
tends  to  become  less,  and  the  desire  to  escape  this  duty  is 
not  infrequently  very  pronounced. 


The  Infantile  Death-rates  for  England  and  Wales 
during  1911  were  as  follows  : — 


England  and  Wales  

77  Great  Towns  

136  Smaller  Towns 

England  and  Wales  (less 
the  213  Towns)  

Accrington 


130  per  1,000  Births. 

140 

133 


180 


For  the  last  twenty-one  years,  the  Infant  Mortality 
has  been  : — 


Year. 

Mortality. 

Year. 

1 

Mortality. 

1891 

151.8 

1901 

159.21 

1892 

138.0 

1902 

130.60 

1893 

190.3 

1903 

130.43 

1894 

122.0 

1904 

148.55 

1895 

192.3 

1905 

137.00 

1896 

171.4 

1906 

132.17 

1897 

187.38 

1907 

107.00 

1898 

201.15 

1908 

137.35 

1899 

178.98 

1909 

123.68 

1900 

143.75 

1910 

109.07 

1911 

180.55 
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Zymotic  Diseases. — The  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases  have  together  caused  89  deaths,  giving  a Zymotic 
death-rate  of  1.97  ; Scarlet  Fever  5,  Measles  8,  Typhoid 
Fever  8,  Zymotic  Enteritis  31,  Whooping  Cough  28 
Diphtheria  9,  and  Small -pox  none. 

We  have  no  form  of  hospital  isolation,  except 
for  small -pox,  but  we  endeavour,  by  means  of  printed 
instructions  carried  by  an  assistant  from  the  Health 
Office,  to  secure  as  good  isolation  as  is  possible  at  home. 
We  can,  of  course,  only  use  our  influence  in  the  cases  of 
notifiable  disease. 

The  exclusion  of  children  from  school,  except  in 
the  case  of  those  attending  infant  schools,  has  in  recent 
years,  been  considerably  relaxed,  and  so  far,  no  increased 
incidence  of  disease  has  resulted  from  this  measure. 

The  Zymotic  death-rates  for  England  and  Wales 
during  1911,  were  : — 

England  and  Wales  1.87  per  1,000  lives. 

77  Great  Towns  2.27  ,, 

136  Smaller  Towns 1.97  ,, 

England  and  Wales  (less  the 

213  Towns)  1.41 

Accrington 1.97  „ 
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Scarlet  Fever. — The  cases  notified,  and  deaths  re- 
sulting from  this  disease  during  1911  are  as  follows  : — 

Borough,  w.  c.  n.  p.p.  e.  s.  h.a.  s.h 
Cases  notified  94  22  15  9 10  12  12  8 6 

Deaths 5 1 1 2 1 

During  1909  and  1910  we  were  without  deaths  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  in  the  four  years  before  then,  only  12 
deaths  resulted — that  is — 12  deaths  in  six  years. 

After  each  case,  disinfection  of  the  room,  bedding, 
clothing,  etc.,  is  carried  out,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that 
we  get  another  case  occurring  in  the  same  house,  that 
can  be  attributed  to  the  one  for  which  disinfection  has 
been  carried  out.  so  that  I have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  method  and  efficiency  of  our  practice. 

Enteric  Fever. — Typhoid  Fever  has  been  certified  as 
the  cause  of  eight  deaths  out  of  15  cases  notified.  The 
details  as  to  Wards  are  as  follows  : — 

Borough.  w.  c.  n.  p.p.  e.  s.  h.a.  s.h. 
Cases  notified  15  4 ....  3 2 4 1 1 

Deaths 8 3..  ..  3 1 1..  .. 

This  disease  continues  to  have  a very  high  case 
mortality  as  shown  by  the  accompanying  table.  The 
prevalence  of  the  complaint  has  markedly  diminished  in 
recent  years,  attributable  to  our  improved  sanitary  con- 
ditions— for  some  years  back  we  have  provided  a suitable 
constructed  galvanised  iron  pail  for  the  reception  of  the 
dejecta  of  all  patients  notified  as  suffering  from  this  disease, 
together  with  a plentiful  supply  of  antiseptics,  and  these 
pails  are  collected  regularly,  and  their  contents  destroyed 
by  fire — but  the  chances  of  recovery  do  not  seem  to  improve 
as  years  go  by.  Nothing  short  of  hospital  treatment  will 
give  the  poor  person  who  cannot  afford  the  great  expense 
necessary  for  the  nursing  and  care  of  disease,  the  best 
chance  of  recovery.  Hospital  treatment,  would.  I believe, 
reduce  very  greatly  the  case  mortality  from  this  disease, 
and  would  also  additionally  reduce  the  diminishing 
prevalence. 
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This  table  shews  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease 
notified  and  the  deaths  therefrom,  since  1891  to  the  present 
time. 


Period. 

Notified. 

Case  mortality 
Deaths,  per  cent. 

1891  to  1895 

298 

38 

12.7 

1896  to  1900 

222 

39 

17.5 

1901  to  1905 

143 

35 

24.4 

1906  to  1910 

102 

31 

30.4 

1911 

15 

8 

53.3 

780 

151 

19.3 

Diphtheria.— 25  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  9 deaths  have  resulted  therefrom. 
Eight  of  the  deaths  have  been  in  children  under  5 years  of 
age. 


A convenient  outfit  for  taking  throat  swabs,  and  also 
a supply  of  anti-diphtheritic  serum  is  kept  at  the  Police 
Station,  for  the  convenience  of  doctors  called  to  attend 
cases  of  this  disease.  The  Council  defray  the  expense 
of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  throat  swabs,  and 
also  undertake  to  consider  the  payment  for  serum  used 
in  households  where  expense  might  stand  in  ’the  way  of 
this  valuable  remedy.  The  efficacy  of  the  serum  is  in 
proportion  to  its  earliness  of  injection,  after  the  first  three 
days  of  the  disease,  its  power  is  very  greatly  diminished. 

In  all  cases  an  inspection  of  the  house  and  drains  is 
made  immediately  after  receipt  of  notification. 

Phthisis. — Tuberculous  disease  of  all  kinds  has  been 
responsible  for  51  deaths,  as  against  an  average  of  60 
during  the  10  preceding  years. 

The  following  notifications  of  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  have  been  received  : — 

Phthisis:  voluntary  notification  5 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1908  6 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis  in  Hospitals) 

Regul  ations,  191 1 — 

Patients  from  Hospital  at  Accrington 
Patients  from  Hospitals  outside  District.  . 2 
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I have  interviewed  the  patients  notified,  with  a view  to 
encourage  them  to  persist  in  the  course  of  life  recommended. 

The  voluntary  notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
has  not  been  satisfactorily  carried  out,  and  is  now  a thing 
of  the  past. 

Compulsory  notification  became  operative  on  January 
1st,  1912,  and  this  will  enable  much  more  useful  work  to  be 
done  in  the  care  and  prevention  of  this  disease.  For  many 
years  we  have  been  doing  useful  work  of  a preventive 
nature,  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  but  now  we  shall  have 
a more  correct  gauge  of  the  amount  of  this  form  of  disease 
in  the  borough,  and  this  will  be  a great  help  in  arranging 
for  more  powerful  methods  of  attack  upon  this  great 
scourge.  The  greatest  cause  of  the  spreading,  arises  from 
the  indiscriminate  spitting  of  persons  suffering  from  the 
disease,  which  is  often  loaded  with  the  germs  capable  of 
causing  the  complaint  in  susceptible  persons.  Now  that 
we  have  a means  of  knowing  at  any  rate,  a greater  number 
of  persons  who  are  so  unfortunate,  it  becomes  quite  an 
easy  matter  to  instruct  them  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
disposing  of  their  expectoration.  Before  long,  I hope  it 
will  become  the  custom  of  people  who  have  need  to  ex- 
pectorate, to  carry  with  them  a pocket  spittoon  ; at  the 
present  time,  such  is  the  contrariness  of  human  nature, 
that  an  innovation  of  this  kind  would  cause  most  assemblies 
to  move  a little  nearer  towards  the  door,  preferring  to  see 
the  regulation  method  of  spitting  on  the  floor,  or  into  an 
overladen  pocket  handkerchief. 

Cancer. — Malignant  Disease  has  caused  48  deaths 
this  year,  as  against  44,  45,  48,  32,  33,  and  33  in  each  of 
the  six  preceding  years. 

The  regions  of  the  body  affected,  together  with  the 
ages,  sex,  and  wards  of  residence  are  given  in  the  big  table 
at  the  end  of  the  report. 

Water  Supply. — The.  exceptionally  fine  Summer  ex- 
perienced during  the  year,  was  the  cause  of  great  anxiety 
to  many  Water  Authorities  throughout  the  country,  but, 
thanks  to  the  supply  recently  acquired  by  the  Accrington 
District  Gas  & Water  Board  at  Altliam  Bridge,  there  has 
been  no  necessity  for  curtailing  the  Water  supply  to  the 
Borough. 
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The  practice  of  aerating,  and  mixing  the  water  from 
Altham  Bridge  with  that  from  other  sources,  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  the  hardness,  has  been  continued. 


During  the  year,  the  Board  have  made  arrangements 
for  the  purchase  of  the  farms  on  the  Dean  Clough  watershed, 
with  a view  to  taking  whatever  precautions  may  be  found 
necessary  to  prevent  the  contamination  of  the  water 
stored  in  Dean  Clough  Reservoir,  from  which  source, 
inhabitants  in  certain  parts  of  the  Borough  obtain  their 
supply. 

The  quantity  of  water  in  the  Reservoirs  at  1st 
January,  was  estimated  to  be  374J  million  gallons,  while 
at  the  31st  December,  1911.  it  was  3484  million  gallons. 


The  rainfall  registered  at  Burnley  Road  Reservoirs 
during  the  year,  was  48.43  in.,  the  highest  since  1903,  and 
.98  in.  more  than  last  year,  although  in  that  year  there 
were  215  wet  days  as  against  178  this  year.  The  high 
aggregate  is  accounted  for  by  the  high  rainfalls  in  June 
and  December,  that  for  the  latter  month  being  9.02  in., 
the  highest  for  one  month  since  October,  1903. 

Disposal  of  Excrement.— The  sewage  of  the  Borough 
is  carried  away  by  the  water  carriage  system  of  disposal, 
and  is  dealt  with  by  the  Accrington  and  Church  Outfall 
Sewerage  Board  at  their  works,  at  Coppy  Clough.  Pails 
are  rapidly  disappearing,  their  place  being  taken  by  waste 
water  closets.  There  are  now  only  about  1,257  pail  closets 
in  the  borough,  which  are  regularly  attended  to,  their 
contents  being  disposed  of  through  the  main  sewer  at  the 
Depot  in  Hyndburn  Road,  not  far  distant  from  Coppy 
Clough. 

Disinfecting  Apparatus. — Our  steam  disinfecting 
apparatus  is  more  than  adequate  for  our  needs,  and  continues 
to  work  satisfactorily.  The  Victoria  Hospital,  devoted 
chiefly  to  surgical  cases,  has  for  many  years  been  able  to 
rely  upon  it  for  the  disinfection  of  mattresses  and  bedding 
which  have  become  infected,  without  even  a shade  of 
doubt  as  to  its  efficacy. 


26 


Abattoirs. — The  Public  Abattoirs  are  regularly 
inspected,  and  are  under  the  constant  care  of  one  of  the 
Corporation’s  workmen,  who  resides  on  the  premises. 

Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  Act. — Articles  purchased 
from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1911,  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis  : — 


Milk  52 

Butter  - 30 

Olive  Oil 5 

Rum  5 

Whisky  5 

Cheshire  Cheese  4 

Lard  4 

Standard  Bread  2 

Oat  Cake  2 

Coffee  2 

Pepper  2 

Tartaric  Acid  2 

Cream  of  Tartar  2 


Gin  

Aniseed  Gums 
Marmalade 

Pickles  

Salmon  

Rabbit  

Raspberry  .... 
Condensed  Milk 

Pears  

Sardines 

Herrings 

Lobster  . . 

Apricots 

Tomatoes  .... 


131 

According  to  Analyst’s  certificates,  127  of  the  samples 
were  genuine,  one  was  certified  not  genuine,  and  proceedings 
were  taken,  and  conviction  obtained  against  the  vendor 
for  selling  milk  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser.  Three 
samples  of  milk  were  described  as  being  of  poor  quality. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — The  regulations 
under  this  Order  which  we  have  been  working  since  1901, 
have  had  the  effect  of  producing  a very  great  improvement 
of  the  conditions  under  which  the  milch  cows  of  the  borough 
are  kept.  Of  the  52  farms  within  the  Borough  46  have 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations,  there 
are,  however,  86  other  farmers  w’ho  supply  milk  to  the 
borough,  the  inspection  of  whose  premises  devolves  upon 
neighbouring  authorities. 

During  the  year  we  have  made,  through  Professor 
Delepine,  bacteriological  investigation  as  to  the  milk 
supply  of  six  farms  in  the  borough.  In  two  of  these  cases 
it  was  found  that  tubercle  bacilli  were  present  in  the  mixed 
milk  sent  for  examination.  The  herds  of  cattle  in  these 
two  cases  were  then  submitted  to  the  tuberculin  test  with 
the  result  that  every  cow  showed  a rise  of  temperature 
after  the  inoculation.  The  veterinary  surgeon  then  made 
a careful  examination  of  each  cow’s  udder  and  selected 
two  cows  in  the  first  herd  whose  udders  he  considered 
suspicious.  Samples  of  milk  from  each  of  these  cows  gave 
positive  results  when  submitted  to  inoculation  tests  by 
Professor  Delepine  while  a sample  of  the  mixed  milk  from 
the  rest  of  the  herd  gave  negative  results.  The  owner  was 
ordered  not  to  supply  milk  from  the  two  cows.  He  refused 
to  have  them  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoirs  unless 
he  received  £13  for  each  cow,  this  was  not  agreed  to,  but 
he  promised  not  to  sell  the  milk.  In  a few  days  the  cows 
were  sold,  but  the  farmer  would  say  nothing  except  that 
they  had  gone  out  of  the  district. 

At  the  second  farm  again  two  suspicious  udders  were 
indicated  by  the  veterinary  surgeon  but  the  inoculation  test 
of  their  samples  of  milk  gave  negative  results,  but  a third 
cow  which  had  shown  a very  considerable  rise  of  temperature 
when  subjected  to  the  tuberculin  test  was  slaughtered  two 
days  after,  and  showed  on  post-mortem  examination, 
marked  affection  of  some  of  the  organs,  which  were  after- 
wards destroyed,  but  the  carcase  which  was  in  very  good 
condition,  and  free  from  glandular  affection,  was  allowed 
to  pass.  The  mixed  milk  of  the  rest  of  the  herd  gave 
negative  results,  so  that  it  would  appear  that  the  offending 
cow  was  excluded  by  slaughter. 
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The  Health  Committee  are  considering  the  advisability 
of  offering  to  those  farmers  who  are  willing,  the  services 
of  the  veterinary  surgeon  to  carry  out  the  tuberculin  test 
upon  their  herds  ; at  present  he  makes  an  inspection  of 
each  herd  and  examines  the  udders  in  order  to  eliminate 
cows  suffering  from  tuberculous  udder. 


Anthrax. — A farmer  noticing  one  of  his  cows  unwell, 
slaughtered  it  in  the  field,  during  which  operation  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  scratch  the  front  of  his  wrist  with  the  knife 
he  was  using.  He  arranged  with  a butcher  to  have  the 
carcase  dressed  at  the  public  abattoirs  where  it  was  found 
that  the  spleen  was  enormously  enlarged  and  very  friable. 
This  was  at  once  reported  to  me,  and  along  with  the 
veterinary  surgeon,  a careful  examination  was  made. 
The  microscope  displayed  Anthrax  bacilli  in  the  blood, 
and  in  the  tissues  of  the  spleen.  The  whole  of  the  carcase 
was  destroyed  at  the  Destructors,  the  slaughterhouse  and 
farm  thoroughly  disinfected,  also  the  part  of  the  pasture 
where  the  animal  had  been  slaughtered,  and  formal  notice 
was  served  on  the  farmer,  and  a special  report  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture.  The  farmer's  wrist  rapidly  swelled 
up  into  a characteristic  pustule  which  I excised  for  him 
two  days  after  the  scratch.  The  specimen  was  sent  to 
the  Clinical  Research  Association  for  report  ; a wire  came 
back  that  bacilli  indistinguishable  from  Anthrax  were 
found,  and  subsequently  cultivation  and  inoculation 
experiments  were  carried  out  which  entirely  confirmed 
the  specimen  as  one  of  Anthrax.  The  farmer  made  a good 
recovery,  and  is  suffering  only  slight  impairment  to  the 
usefulness  of  his  wrist. 

Two  days  after  the  first  cow’s  death,  another  cow 
died  from  the  same  disease,  and  was  destroyed,  and  further 
disinfection  carried  out. 

The  farm  was  regularly  visited  for  months  after.  One 
month  after  the  first  cow’s  slaughter  a third  cow  died 
suddenly  showing  symptoms  similar  to  the  two  previous 
ones,  and  the  carcase  of  this  was  in  like  manner  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  the  cowshed  again  disinfected.  This  was  in 
August,  since  when,  no  further  manifestations  have  occurred. 
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Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. — Frequent  visits  are 
made  to  the  Factories  and  Workshops  to  ascertain  their 
condition  as  far  as  the  matters  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Local  Authority  are  concerned. 

Notifications  under  Sections  5 and  14  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  have  been  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector,  as  follows  : — 

Cotton  Street  (Hodgson)  : — 

“ Sanitary  accommodation  for  women  insanitary  in 
that  it  opens  immediately  from  the  workroom.” 
Conveniences  screened  off  with  intervening  ventilated 
space. 

Back  Wellington  Street  (Law,  Joiner) 

“ No  sanitary  accommodation  for  four  employees.” 
Temporary  workshop,  arrangements  made  to  use 
convenience  at  adjoining  property. 

Paradise  Street  (Tattersall,  Joiner)  : — 

“ W.C.’s  seats  wet,  absence  of  proper  supply  of  water 
for  flushing  purposes.”  W.C.’s  cleansed  and  lime- 
washed,  roof,  etc.,  repaired. 

School  Street  (Cowell,  Joiner)  : — 

“ Sanitary  convenience  defective,  wooden  tub,  no 
seat,  and  closet  dirty.”  A new  fresh  water  closet 
fixed. 

36  Crawshaw  Street  : — 

“ Sanitary  convenience  defective,  no  water  to  flush 
tank.”  Water  coupled. 

Back  Victoria  Street  (Greenwood,  Baker)  : — 

“ Limewashing  overdue.”  Bakehouse  limewashed. 

Post  Office  Arcade  (Haworth)  : — 

“ Ceiling  of  workroom  appears  to  require  lime- 
washing.” Ceiling  limewashed. 

Church  Street  (Foster)  : — 

“ Workrooms  on  upper  floor  appear  to  require  lime- 
washing and  cleansing.”  Workrooms  limewashed 
and  cleansed. 
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14  Peel  Street  : — 

“ The  plaster  on  walls  in  a broken  state,  walls  also 
appear  to  require  limewashing.”  Walls  repaired 
and  limewashed. 


62  Blackburn  Road  : — 

“ Workshop  does  not  appear  to  be  sufficiently 
ventilated.”  Flue  from  gas  stove  carried  to  outside 
of  building  ; window  ventilator  fixed. 


Off  19  Hyndburn  Road  : — 

“ No  sanitary  convenience  provided.”  Only  one 
employee  ; arranged  to  use  W.C.  at  adjoining 
property. 

Cotton  Street  (Hodgson)  : — 

“ Insufficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.” 
Workers  removed  from  room  in  question. 

Broad  Oak  Printworks  : — 

“ Insufficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.”  Five 
iron  escapes  fixed  on  the  outside  of  the  various 
buildings. 


The  following  is  a copy  of  the  official  form  required 
by  the  Home  Office  as  to  the  proceedings  taken  in 
connection  with  the  supervision  of  Factories,  Workshops, 
etc. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

1 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  

28 

3 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

Workshops 

236 

2 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

Workplaces 

4i 

Total  

305 

5 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

C/5 

Particulars. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Found 

Re- 

medied 

| Referred  to  | 
j H.M.  Inspec-  j 
tor. 

Number  0: 
I Prosecution 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

6 

6 

Want  of  Ventilation  

4 

4 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

Other  Nuisances  . 

2 

2 

Sanitary 

[■Insufficient  

2 

2 

accommodation  \ 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  . . 

6 

6 

vNot  separate  for  sexes  . . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bakehouse 

(S. ioi)  

Breach  of  Special 

Sanitary  requirements  for 

Bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100)  

2 

2 

Other  offences  . . . 

Total. . . 

22 

22 

33 


Class. 

Ni 

JMBER. 

3.— HOME  WORK. 

Outwk’s 

I 

. U 1 * 

Lists 

a2 

C u 

c 

0 § 

Lists  of  Outworkers,  (Section  107)  : — 

0 2 

Lists  received  : Twice  in  the  year 

24 

6 

35 

,,  Once  in  the  year  

2 

1 

5 

Addresses  of  Outworkers  forwarded  to  other  Councils  .... 

17 

,,  ,,  ,,  received  from  ,,  .... 

1 

N umber  of  Inspections  of  Outworkers’  Premises  

27 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises  (Sec.  108): — 

Instances 

Notices  served  


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  1 31 ) at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Bakers,  Confectioners 

Dressmakers,  Milliners,  &c 

Tailors,  &c 

Cloggers,  Bootmakers,  &c 

Other  Workshops  

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act  (s.  133) : 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (S.  5)  


W r*  ' <D 

r-rt 

° V)' 

Ph  A — 


o 8 8 

MH  Cfi  O C 
o xi  a? 


Notified  by  H.M.  j 
Inspector  . . . . 
Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
H.M.  Inspector! 


Other 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : — 
Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


27 

57 

24 

33 

102 

243 
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The  following  is  a more  detailed  list  of  the  various 
Workshops  in  the  Borough. 

Bakers,  Confectioners,  etc.  . 27 

Dressmakers,  Milliners,  etc 57 

Tailors 24 

Bootmakers,  Cloggers,  etc 33 

Hosiers  3 

Brush-maker 1 

Harness-makers  . 4 

Cycle  and  Motor  Repairers  2 

Cabinet-makers,  Joiners,  etc 12 

Basket-maker  1 

Fent  Sorters 2 

French’  Polishers,  Upholsterers 6 

Plumbers  7 

Painters 5 

Masons  2 

Smiths (j 

Wheelwrights,  Coach  Builders  4 

Electrical  Engineers  2 

Hot  Water  Engineer  1 

Picture  Framers  3 

Jewellers  4 

Photographers  3 

Sugar  Boiler 1 

Coopers  2 

Tinsmiths  2 

Chemical  Manufacturers 3 

Paper  Bag  Makers  2 

Rag  Sorter  1 

Beer  Bottler 1 

Soap  and  Boiler  Compo  Makers  2 

Sauce  Maker 1 

Fish  Curers  2 

Tripe  Boilers  6 

Gut  Scraper  1 

Piano  Repairer 1 

Christmas  Card  Dealer  I 

Polish  Maker  1 

Florists  3 

Weighing  Instrument  Repairer  1 

Gas  and  Water  Meter  Repairer  I 

Ropemaker 1 

Firelight  maker 1 

243 

Factories 155 

Cotton  Cloth  Factories  29 
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Observations.— The  outstanding  feature  of  the  health 
report  for  1911  is  the  enormous  reduction  in  the  natural 
increase  of  the  population,  the  deaths  quite  nearly  approach- 
ing the  number  of  births.  Building  operations  have  however 
gone  on  fairly  extensively,  96  new  houses  have  been 
certified  as  ready  for  occupation  during  the  year,  so  that 
the  alarm  of  a year  or  two  back  as  to  the  shortage  of 
dwelling  houses  would  appear  to  be  groundless.  The 
average  number  of  persons  per  house  is  steadily  decreasing, 
and  stands  now  at  4.2  per  house. 

Public  opinion  is  slowly  growing  to  appreciate  the 
importance  of  a clean  fresh  atmosphere,  the  lack  of  which, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  serious  drawback  to  the  healthi- 
ness of  all  manufacturing  towns,  and  anything  the  Council 
can  do  to  reduce  the  excessive  quantity  of  black  smoke 
poured  forth  into  the  air  we  have  to  breathe  will  very 
greatly  enhance  the  health  conditions  of  the  borough. 
The  advantage  of  fresh  air  as  a health  giving  agent  is 
so  abundantly  proved,  that  many  cities  are  providing 
what  are  called  open  air  schools,  wherein  the  more  delicate 
children  receive  their  education.  In  many  of  them  meals 
for  the  children  are  also  provided,  breakfast,  dinner  and 
tea,  and  the  children  go  home  to  sleep.  With  regard  to 
the  relative  value  of  the  air  and  the  food  in  producing  the 
satisfactory  results  in  the  children  so  schooled,  Dr.  G. 
A.  Auden,  Medical  Superintendent  of  Birmingham 
Education  Committee,  a most  experienced  authority  on 
this  matter,  said  his  own  impression  was  that  the  fresh 
air  itself  was  of  the  greater  value.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  held  that  in  England  we  are  apt  to  put  too  much  faith 
in  food,  and  to  eat  too  much,  in  fact,  he  believed  that  the 
fresh  air  had  an  importance  which  was  double  that  of 
giving  a meal.  This  opinion  must  not  be  taken  as  under- 
estimating the  importance  of  well  regulated  meals,  but 
rather  as  placing  in  its  right  position  the  necessity  for 
better  ventilation. 


Table  showing  Birth  and  Death  Rates  in  certain  Towns  in  1011. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  RETURN 
Table  I. — For  Whole  District. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  RETURN. 
Table  If. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  durintr  the 
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Isolation  Hospital— Name  and  Situation  : For  treatment  of  Small-pox  only.  Total  available  beds  :— 24 
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Table  III. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1911. 


TABLE  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 
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Chart  shewing  Death  rates , Birth  rates , and  Infantile 
Mortality  rates , from  1891-/9/ 1 . 


TABLE 


Deaths  of  Accrington  Residents  from  all  Causes  during  ign.' 

MANUAL  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  LlS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  as  prepared  by  the  Registrar-Gen 


8’a  Cerebral  Embolism  and  Thrombosis  . 

J.  Diseases  ol  the  Respiratory  System. 

89  & 90B  Bronchitis 


Non-Venereal  Diseases  of  the  Genlto-Urlnary  System  j 

1 20 a Bright's  ^Disease  . . 
t22»  Ot£cr  Diseases  of  the*  h 

• 26  Diseases  of  the  ProJtatc 


Diseases  of  Early  Infancy. 


. Affections  Produced  by  External  Causes. 


m 


\ - 


. 


• . 


/ 


Public  Health  Department. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  1911. 


RICHARD  DIGGLE,  Assoc.  Royal  San.  Inst., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


42 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Accrington. 


To  the  Sanitary  Authority 

of  the  Rorough  of  Accrington. 


Gentlemen. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my 
Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  by  this 
Department. 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
Act,  1909. 

The  inspections  have  been  made  as  prescribed  by  the 
Regulations,  Junder  Section  17  of  the  above  Act,  for 
ascertaining  the  condition  of  dwelling  houses  in  relation  to 
the  following  matters,  namely  : — 

( 1)  The  arrangements  for  preventing  the  contamination 
of  water  supply. 

(2)  Closet  accommodation. 

(3)  Drainage. 

(4)  The  condition  of  dwelling  houses  in  regard  to  light, 
the  free  circulation  of  air,  dampness  and  cleanliness. 

(5)  The  paving,  drainage,  and  sanitary  condition  of 
any  yard  or  outhouses  belonging  to,  or  occupied 
with  the  dwelling  house. 

(6)  The  arrangement  for  the  deposit  of  refuse  and  ashes. 

(7)  The  existence  of  any  room  which  would  in  pursuance 
of  Sub-section  7 of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909, 
be  a dwelling  house  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(8)  Any  defects  in  other  matters  which  may  tend  to 
render  the  dwelling  house  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  the  health  of  an  inhabitant. 
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214  houses  have  been  inspected  in  the  following 
districts  — 


Plantation  Street  district 

. .20  houses. 

Wellington  Street  ,, 

• •16  „ 

Manchester  Rd.  (Bax) ,, 

• •21  „ 

Castle  Street  ,, 

••47  „ 

Higher  Antley  ,, 

• •84  „ 

Other  districts  

..26  „ 

Nine  back  to  back  houses  in  Bugle  Yard  and  Grange 
Lane  were  considered  unfit  for  habitation,  and  the  owner 
was  served  with  notice  to  close  the  houses,  or  do  such 
work  as  would  render  them  fit  for  habitation.  The  property 
was  sewered  and  drained,  a new  fresh  water  closet,  and  an 
ashbin  provided  for  each  house,  and  the  premises  repaired 
generally. 

Two  houses  in  Brook  Street  were  also  considered  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  closed,  and  are  shortly  to  be  demolished. 

The  living  rooms  at  the  majority  of  the  houses  inspected 
were  found  in  a reasonably  fit  condition — only  minor  defects 
being  found,  which  were  easily  remedied — at  the  rear  of 
the  premises,  however,  the  defects  were  of  a more  serious 
nature,  insanitary  closets  and  ashpits,  defective  paving, 
broken  sink  waste  pipes,  etc. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  under 
this  heading  : — 


Total  houses  inspected  214 

,,  ,,  found  satisfactory  71 

,,  ,,  ,,  defective  (slight)  Ill 

„ „ „ ,,  (serious) 17 

,,  ,,  ,,  unfit  for  habitation 15 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served 63 

,,  Informal  „ ,,  31 


Of  the  128  defective  houses  94  have  been  remedied. 

Of  the  15  houses  unfit  for  habitation,  13  have  been 
rendered  fit,  and  2 permanently  closed.  9 houses  were 
temporarily  closed  during  alterations. 
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Defects  found.  Remedied. 

Insanitary  pail  closets 117  . . 66 

,,  privies  4 . . 4 

ashpits  74  47 

Defective  drainage  116  75 

„ yard  paving  75  . . 48 

Dilapidated  outhouses  26  . . 12 

Defective  floors  22  . . 19 

walls 18  . . 18 

,,  roofs 11  ..  11 

,,  stairs  17  . . 17 

Houses  damp  13  . . 9 

,,  not  properly  ventilated  ....  14  . . 14 

dirty 17  . . 17 

,,  overcrowded  3 . . 3 

Separate  rooms  unfit  for  habitation  3 Closed.  3 

Houses  permanently  unfit  for  habitation  2 „ 2 

Nuisances,  etc. 

In  addition  to  the  work  done  under  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act,  other  matters  have  been  remedied, 
including  : — 

Insanitary  pail  closets 59 

Defective  drainage  64 

Defective  yard  paving  36 

Insanitary  ashpits  45 

Defective  tippers  to  W. W.C.’s 64 

Accumulations  of  manure 9 

Defective  rain  water  pipes 12 

Defective  street  gullies  3 

Choked  W. W.C.’s  and  drains  (opened  by 

Corporation  workmen) 1616 

Bakehouses. 

The  bakehouses  were  frequently  visited  and  found  to 
comply  with  reasonable  requirements  as  regards  sanitation. 
The  public  may  rest  assured  that  the  various  premises 
are  well  adapted  for  their  purpose,  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
is  good. 
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Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

An  outbreak  of  Anthrax  occurred  on  one  of  the  farms, 
three  cows  died  from  the  disease,  and  were  destroyed  at  the 
Destructors.  The  cowsheds  were,,  disinfected  after  each 
case. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order. 

The  whole  of  the  52  cowsheds  within  the  borough 
wrere  visited  at  least  twice  during  the  year.  I find  a desire 
on  the  part  of  the  farmers  to  comply  with  the  regulations, 
the  premises  being  kept  in  a reasonably  clean  condition. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  many  persons  are  purveying 
milk  in  the  district  without  being  registered,  and  steps 
are  being  taken  to  enforce  this  part  of  the  regulations. 

Details  with  regard  to  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  samples  of  milk  will  be  found  in  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  portion  of  the  report. 

Disinfection. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  disease  were  notified 


during  the  year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever 94 

Diphtheria 25 

Typhoid  Fever 15 

Puerperal  Fever  4 

Erysipelas  42 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 13 


Each  case  was  visited,  and  instructions  given  as  to  the 
necessary  precautions  to  be  taken  to  prevent  spreading 
of  the  disease.  After  the  recovery  of  the  patients,  the 
houses  were  disinfected  with  formaldehyde,  and  the  clothing, 
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bedding,  etc.,  taken  away  and  treated  in  the  steam  disin- 
fector. All  books  from  the  Public  Library  were  disinfected 
before  being  returned. 

284  rooms,  1,524  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding,  22 
books,  3 farms  and  4 schools  were  disinfected,  and  301 
articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  destroyed. 

School  Inspection. 

The  whole  of  the  Elementary  Day  Schools  were  thorough- 
ly cleaned  down  three  times  during  the  year  at  Easter, 
August,  and  Christmas,  and  many  visits  were  made  while 
the  cleansing  operations  were  in  progress,  to  ensure  a 
uniform  standard  of  cleanliness. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Markets. 

The  slaughterhouses  and  markets  have  been  kept  under 
constant  observation,  and  the  following  is  a summary  of 
the  food  destroyed,  as  unfit  for  sale,  etc.,  : — 

6, 599- lbs.  of  beef,  9 sets  of  organs,  90- lbs.  of, 
mutton,  39-lbs.  of  pork,  82-lbs.  of  liver,  12-lbs. 
of  kidney,  13-lbs.  of  bacon,  1,087-lbs.  of  fish, 
4|-bags  of  cockles,  784-lbs.  of  apples,  and  6 
bundles  of  rabbits. 

In  July,  a fish  hawker  was  fined  5/-  and  costs  for 
exposing  for  sale  a quantity  of  unsound  fish. 

During  the  year,  2,768  beasts,  472  calves,  22,555 
sheep  and  759  pigs,  were  slaughtered  at  the  Corporation 
Abattoirs. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

These  premises  were  regularly  visited,  and  on  no 
occasion  have  I had  to  take  exception  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  businesses  were  carried  on. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  large  Model  lodging  house,  and  two  smaller  lodging 
houses  were  inspected  at  least  once  each  week,  and  gen- 
erally found  to  be  kept  in  a decent  condition.  One  lodging 
house  has  been  converted  into  a shop. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

During  the  year,  10  applications  for  houses  to  be  let 
in  lodgings  were  received  from  the  tenants,  and  after 
inspection,  the  salme  were  duly  registered. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

Twelve*  licenses  for  the  storage  of  products  of  petroleum 
were  renewed. 


Smoke  Nuisance. 

Only  9 observations  were  taken  during  the  year,  each 
of  which  came  within  the  time  limit  allowed  for  emission 
of  black  smoke  (8  minutes). 

Street  Cleansing. 

There  are  40  miles  of  paved  streets  in  the  borough,  all 
of  which  are  scavenged  by  this  Department.  The  men 
employed  number  28  ; and  2 horse  machine?  brushes,  3 
tumbler  carts  for  gully  emptying,  and  4 carts  for  carting 
away  street  sweepings  are  also  engaged  in  this  work. 
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The  “ gang  ” commences  work  each  morning  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  and  works  towards  the  outskirts,  a different 
district  being  cleansed  each  day.  In  addition  to  the 
“ gang  ”,  7 men  with  handcarts  are  engaged  in  different 
localities  picking  up  the  usual  street  litter,  and  as  the 
streets  in  these  localities  present  a more  tidy  appearance 
this  system  will  be  extended  as  opportunity  arises. 

The  refuse  removed  from  the  streets  was  as  follows  : — 
sweepings  1,735  loads  (in  addition  to  the  refuse  picked 
by  handcart  men  ) ; from  street  gullies  1,477  loads  ; 
we  had  no  snow  to  cause  extra  labour. 

Ashpit  Cleansing. 

The  ideal  of  refuse  removal  is  that  all  refuse  be  removed 
as  often  as  possible  ; unfortunately,  much  of  the  property 
in  the  town  is  provided  with  ashpits  that  do  not  lend 
themselves  to  frequent  emptying.  The  aim  of  the  depart- 
ment is  to  remove  all  household  refuse  at  least  once  a 
week,  and  as  good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year 
I hope  to  see  the  ideal  attained  in  the  near  future. 

The  following  is  of  interest ; — 

Times 

No.  Emptied,  per  year. 

Houses  with  ashpits  or  tubs..  10,000  115,836  11.5 
,,  galvanised  bins  . . 981  35,970  36.7 

From  the  above  figures,  one  can  readily  understand 
the  great  amount  of  unnecessary  labour  attached  to  the 
work  of  emptying  ashpits  (assuming  the  area  swept  after 
each  ashpit  emptied  to  be  4 sq. -yards,  the  total  would 
give  a distance  of  264  miles,  one  yard  wide,)  with  the  bins, 
this  labour  is  almost  entirely  obviated. 

in  October,  one  of  Horsfall’s  4- wheeled  screw  tipping 
waggons  was  obtained,  and  has  proved  of  great  advantage 
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in  dealing  with  the  refuse  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  The 
waggon  is  only  4-ft.  6-ins.  high,  of  large  capacity,  and  the 
work  can  be  carried  out  in  a more  cleanly  fashion  with 
less  exertion  and  cost. 

Destructors. 

The  extensions  to  the  Electricity  Plant  continue,  and 
with  the  decreased  draught  a corresponding  decrease  in 
the  efficiency  of  the  Destructors.  When  the  proposed 
new  gas  plant  for  generating  electricity  is  erected  it  will 
relieve  the  present  boilers,  and  until  then  the  excessive 
depreciation  on  the  cells  will  continue. 

Clinker  Plant. — The  Clinker  Plant,  after  ten  years’ 
working  is  now  reduced  to  scrap,  and  the  clinker  is  being 
carted  away  and  tipped.  This  is  proving  more  costly 
than  the  crushing,  screening,  and  making  into  suitable 
material  for  concrete  and  other  purposes,  which  obtained 
before.  It  is  proposed  to  put  down  a new  plant,  and  plans 
and  estimates  are  being  prepared. 

Fish  Refuse. — During  the  year  a new  machine  for 
converting  fish  refuse  into  manure  has  been  installed  at  a 
capital  cost  of  about  £300,  which  includes  the  machine, 
foundations,  disintegrator,  belts,  weighing  machine,  and 
storeroom. 

The  machine,  which  was  supplied  by  Messrs.  C.  Whittaker 
& Co.,  Dowry  Works,  Accrington,  commenced  working 
last  Whitsuntide,  and  has  given  entire  satisfaction.  Up 
to  the  end  of  the  year,  15-tons,  8-cwts.,  which  realised 
£119  8s.  10d.,  were  sold  ; this,  I am  sure,  fully  justifies 
the  outlay. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  cost  of  collecting 
and  destroying  the  refuse  from  1901  to  1911. 


BOROUGH  OF  ACCRINGTON. 

Cost  of  Collection  and  Destruction  of  Refuse. 


DIGGLE,  Superintendent. 
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The  following  shows  the  weight  of  material  sorted 
from  the  refuse,  and  the  amount  realised  for  same,  together 
with  the  residual,  etc.,  from  the  Destructors. 


Weight 


Amount 

realised. 


T. 

c. 

Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper 

. 69 

11 

0 

52 

3 

3 

,,  (School)  . 

. 3 

1 

3 

3 

17 

3 

String 

0 

7 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Bright  tins  

. 46 

7 

2 

37 

14 

10 

Other  Scrap  Metal  . . . 

. 40 

14 

0 

31 

10 

10 

Old  pot  

8 

11 

2 

4 

5 

10 

Clinker  

.2374 

0 

• 0 

118 

14 

2 

Mortar 

. 1925 

8 

0 

385 

1 

8 

Fish  manure 

Calorific  Power — 

. . 15 

8 

1 

119 

8 

10 

(Electricity  Dept.).  . 

505 

17 

2 

£1259  16  4 


RICHARD  DIGGLE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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